Should School Times Be Changed?  
By Kari
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“If I had to change the school times I’d make it longer,” Green Farms Elementary school vice principal, Kevin Cazetta states, “We have a large curriculum, and it would give the teachers more time to cover the units we have.”  The problem is, there is a big disagreement about the school times once the topic has been brought up.  Of course, in many schools the teachers are winning this fight, and certain schools are lengthening the day.  What do you think?  Should school times be changed?
Boredom, Interference, and Focusing Problems

Quincy Stein, Casey Li, and other students are having boredom, interference, and focusing problems.  Cameron Vinners, another student with school problems, from Ansonia, Connecticut claims those longer school days can affect after school activities.  She says that nobody wants to be in school from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If schools change their schedules, planning athletic games and after school activities can become difficult.  She also says that the day is already long enough and there’s no need to lengthen the day.  Joyce Gerber, a fifth grade teacher at Emerson, feels that kids need time to be kids, and to explore activities outside of school.  Casey Li, a seventh grader at Emerson agrees with Gerber.  “A lot of work [image: image3.jpg]


and no play will make everyone a very shabby person.  Teachers and students are both affected in bad ways that will later on affect your schooling.”

Kids get more work done, and they do it in a fun way

      Normally the     teachers teach the students mini lessons, and the students don’t listen. Everyone knows that, right?  Elena Rocha, a Senior Education Analyst at the Center for American Progress (a think tank) says, “Expanded learning time is a great way to participate in fun activities like science labs or computer classes.”  Astra Tucker, a fifth grader at Emerson School says, a longer school day would be okay with her as long as they could have free time to try different activities or do homework, and have study hall. She thinks it would be a great idea.  “The success of our world is up to our childrens’ knowledge,” Kayla Erhardt says.  “The additional hours enable teachers to spend more time on each subject.”  

[image: image4.wmf]Principal Robin Harris likes the extra hours.  “Teachers can be more creative.”  Harris explains that the students get longer recesses and more school time.  Caroline McKechnie, a Greens Farms Elementary School fifth grader disagrees.  “We have enough time to do those things after school, and we don’t need to do it during school.” Although McKechnie disagrees, Harris says that kids still get involved in things as long as it’s not all bookwork.       Schoolwork can be fun and educational at the same time.

Kids who

Need help

Should go to professionals at the sport

      Would you like to be studying for tests every minute in school when you don’t even need to study because you already understood it.  Quincy Stein, a fifth grader at Greens Farms Elementary School says if she had to study extra hard in school and didn’t need to, she would try to ignore her problems and stay out of trouble.  Beatriz Vega, a fifth grader at Greens Farms Elementary School says, “If the kids need help they should get a tutor.  After all, that’s what tutors are for.  If kids have troubles let them get a tutor, don’t punish them.”  For some kids, such as Quincy Stein,  a fifth grader at Greens Farms Elementary School, feels it just wouldn’t feel right to stay in school longer, working on things she already knows.  But Quincy Stein sticks to her point, why should kids who aren’t doing poorly have to stay in school longer?  Summer schools and tutors are important for any child who is behind in school, Stein includes.  Why add extra hours to school when you can offer summer schools and tutors?  Why don’t all schools have summer schools and tutors?  

Blame NCLB law?  (No Child Left Behind)

[image: image5.wmf]Many schools in the U.S. are failing to meet the requirements of the NCLB law. Not enough students are mastering basic reading and math skills.  Some schools are lengthening the school day to try to raise test scores.   Those schools that lengthened the day will spend that time preparing for standardized tests.  If the schools aren’t spending time preparing for standardized tests, they spend time preparing for subjects not covered by the NCLB law.  Ten schools in Massachusetts have begun the program, and so far the students seem to like it.  Adding hours won’t guarantee instant changes, but it will certainly help a lot.  Teens need more time for homework, sports, family, and themselves.  They don’t have time to stay in school until 6:00, and then have to go into their rooms!  Is the NCLB law doing well for our communities, or bad?  
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Some school times around the world

If you think you have it bad, then you’re wrong.  Some people around the world have it way worse than you.  They 
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have school for like 9 hours a day.  Here are some examples: 
Do you still think you have it tough?  Maybe after looking at that, a little longer time wouldn’t hurt too much.
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Don’t
Worry, U.S.A.

“If we have to change the school times,” Greens Farms Elementary School vice Principal Kevin Cazetta states, “I’d only make them about 15 minutes earlier, and 15 minutes 

[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]later.”  So don’t worry, school times aren’t going to get much longer, even if they are changed.  Don’t fret; you don’t have a 9 hour-long school days in your future.  Unless you live in Uganda or Japan.
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School Times Around the World





Peterborough, NH 7:30a.m. -2:15 p.m. - 6 hours, 45 minutes


Mexico 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., -6 hours


Columbia 7:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. February-November -6 hours 


U.K. 8:45a.m. -3:30 p.m. September-July -6 hours, 45 minutes


Denmark 8:00 a.m. -2:10 p.m. August-June -6 hours


Ukraine 8:00 a.m.-2:30p.m. -6 hours, 45 minutes 


China 8:00a.m. -12:00p.m. Then 1:30p.m. -5:00p.m. -7 hours, 45 minutes  


Uganda 8:00a.m. -5:00p.m. February-November -9 hours


India 7:30a.m. -1:30p.m. Mon. -Sat. July-April -6 hours


 Japan 8:30a.m. -6:00p.m. Monday-Friday and a half day on Saturday.  April-April with a one day break in July -9 hours, 45 minutes


 New Zealand 8:45a.m. -3:20p.m. End of Jan.-mid Dec. -6 hours, 35 minutes  
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