 
Teacher(s): _K. Auringer, S. Black/S. Wanamaker, L. Lewis, N. Fieschel, _M. Keaveney, S. Stefans_______

Grade Level(s): _2nd___ Content Area(s): computer, ITL, Social Studies______

Unit of Study: Communities: Urban, Suburban, Rural______________________

Time Frame (Start Date, End Date, etc.): January ’09 – March ‘09____________

________________________________________________________________________

Number of Sessions (to be completed during the planning process) in:
Classroom:____ LMC: 10 Technology: 4 Other (_________________________________)

(If this is not an individual teacher’s plan.) We worked with others at this level:  
□ Coordination   □ Cooperation  X Coord/Coop   □ Collaboration

	Essential Question:
What is life like in Urban, Suburban, and Rural communities?
What are the similarities?

What are the differences?



	Standards: (Indicate after standard if National, State, or Local)

This plan focuses on the ITL curriculum with cooperative planning done with the four second grade teachers.  Their classroom lessons and contributions have not been added.  This is not an entire curriculum.  It is a project that took place in the LMC. 


	Content Objectives (What should the students know and be able to do?):

Students should understand the meaning and definition of a community and its six universals(family life, education, shelter, transportation, recreation, jobs/economics) and be able to articulate this meaning.
Students should be able to identify the three types of communities and to describe key elements of these communities.


	Information Literacy and/or Technology Objectives: 

2.1.18    Use right click function to accomplish task, including copying and pasting images 

2.1.2.3.   Use online databases to locate information using keyword and subject headings 

2.1.3.3.    Use technology to demonstrate learning

2.4.3.2    Find information in non-fiction text  (LA)

2.4.3.4.  Use strategies that readers employ to derive meaning from text such as:  accessing and crosschecking prior knowledge, making predictions, and using pictures (LA) 

2.4.3.8. Use table of contents and index to find information related to the topic and/or focus question (IL)

2.5.1.3  Save to and retrieve from appropriate drives (T)

2.5.2.4 Take notes that are brief with teacher help (IL)

2.8.1.1 Demonstrate understanding of story structure and elements, such as: setting, character, events, problem/resolution (LA)


	Special Area Objectives:  



	Assessment (How will we know what students have learned?):
There will be a big think closing activity in the LMC which will ask the children to process what they have learned about the three types of communities found in Connecticut.  Three adults will pretend to be a family that can’t decide where it wants to live.  Each family member wants a different type of community for their new home.  The children will gather in the community groups as “student experts” with each of the six universals: Family Life, Education, Shelter, Transportation, Recreation, and Jobs/Economics represented. The groups will discuss the qualities of the community they feel the family should move to. They will use what they have learned to build an argument that will persuade the family members to choose their group’s community for their new home. Each group will have to present their findings to the family and the entire class at the end of the session.
There will also be a digital photostory created by the children in each of the 2nd grade classrooms that will be comprised of a student written script and photos selected by the children to represent the six universals in each community.  Each class in their computer class will create one photostory based on research, scripting and photo searches that took place previously in the LMC.


	Lessons (What are our tasks?):
1.  Classroom lessons chosen by the 2nd grade teachers as presented in the Community Study Overview
2.  3 LMC lessons that focus on literature and settings set in each of the three types of communities

3.  2-3 LMC research lessons in which students look at how the universals are seen in each of the three communities

4.  1 - 2 LMC lessons for synthesis and scripting of the digital photostory; 1 lesson for photo selection using sources such as worldbookonline, i-conn/KidsInfobits, Culturegrams, and United Streaming.


	Resources Used:

Books from the attached reading lists which include nonfiction texts from the district and fiction and nonfiction books from the GFS LMC collection.
Photostory 3


	Teachers Involved
	Roles & Responsibilities

	2nd grade teachers
Library Media Specialist
Computer teacher(s)

	Teach and facilitate the chosen lessons, 1-28,  in the Community Study Overview; support all lessons in the LMC and computer lab
Teach and facilitate the lessons involving the use of setting in literature in all three types of communities
Teach and facilitate the research and synthesis lessons using nonfiction text to create the digital photostory  script 

Teach and facilitate the lessons on photo selection and management for the digital photstory
Teach how to use and create a digital photostory using Photostory 3
Facilitate creation of a digital photostory for each class

	Final Product(s) (In what format will the student present his/her information?):
Storyboard and script; digital photostory; class discussion and group presentation of each community’s qualities.


	How will the student evaluate their final product / process? 



	End of Unit Evaluation (comments, suggestions for improvement, etc.):
All of the teachers need to meet to complete this UPT and discuss thoughts on this unit and suggestions for next year.
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